0* PRODUCTION 

The Dalabon language occupies an area about the Bulman Gorge and 
Wilton River, Amhcm Land, stretching south a little beyond Mainoru Station, 
and westwards until it makes contact with the Maiali group of Gunwinggu spea- 
kers and southward until it comes into contaot with Yangman. It is a pro- 
fixing language without noun classes, showing relationships to the Ngalagan, 
Wandarang and Ngandi (multiple classifying languages 1 ) on the east and south, 
and Ranjbarngo (non-classifying) on the north* 

0.1. There are three names for the language, of which Dalabon is that 
used of themselves by the more westerly group; the eastern group calls itself 
Buan* and it was by that name that the present writer first mt and studied 
the language at the Roper River Mission in 1941* The name Ngalgbon is com- 
monly used to cover the western division* but it is a name emanating from the 
Ranjbarngo side. The studies of Dalabon proper were made in 1949 and 1152., 
chiefly at Mainoru Station but also at Old Beswiok Government Sta tion. 
There is no real difference between Buan and Dalabon, exoept that some vocabu- 
lary current in the eastern area is not current in the west, and the usages 
of some prefixes are not the same in each area.. There is no structural or 
morphological sifference. Information from either source is used here, though 
note is made when divergence occurs*. The tribe is still in considerable for 
oe, though no census of it is available, and the social and religious organi- 
sations are not so badly broken down as in some other areas of Arnhem Land. 

0. 2» As stated, the dialect present no radical morphological differences* 
Variations are almost entirely lexical* They are of two kinds: (l) phonetic 
variations in the f ortoi of the word, or (2) more commonly quite different words 
are found in the two dialects.. Examples: (l) B. mot, D„ bad, 'a f ly ! ; B. 
doru-, D. dulu-, 'body 1 ; (2) B* buggul.D. walabi, 'fishnet 1 ; B» djaridj, 
D. bulur], 'ashes 1 ;. B. mi* 9 , D # dudna, 'a cave 1 ; B. gurumadji, D. bamuru, 'a 
goose 1 ; B. rulg, D.. wuri* 'grass T . 
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